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Dear Members of the Dartmouth Community: 

Earlier today Governor Baker’s office and the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education released 
initial guidance relative to reopening school in the fall. As a team, we are thankful for the thought and care 
that has gone into the development of this guidance, which is informed by the latest medical expertise. In the 
coming days and weeks we will review the guidance carefully and formulate plans for the Dartmouth district. 
As a reminder this is initial guidance and is subject to change as information about medical advice becomes 
available. We expect additional guidance being released in July. The full guidance can be found at MA DESE 
COVID-19 Information and Resources but here are a few highlights. 

The guidance emphasizes that students returning to school is a primary objective. With that said every district 
will be required to develop three separate plans – one for return to full in-person instruction with safety 
requirements, one for full remote learning and one for hybrid learning that combines in-person and remote 
learning. Based upon the current medical situation, the expectation today is that students will return to full in-
person instruction in September; however that is subject to change based upon how the medical situation 
evolves.  

Schools will need to follow specific health guidelines including:  

• Adhere to preventive measures which include masks/face coverings, physical distancing, handwashing 
and cleaning frequently touched surfaces 

• Masks/face coverings will be required for all students in Grade 2 and above and for all adults; they are 
recommended for students in Grade 1 and below 

• Based upon current medical research, and in conjunction with other preventive measures, a minimum 
physical distance of three feet has been established 

 

You will note a section of this plan indicates that we will need at least level funded budgets along with aid for 
additional costs to make this plan work. We applaud the Commissioner for advocating for this additional 
funding. While there is no guarantee the monies will become available we want to give the Commissioner 
credit for his diligence in this area.  

We are working through many complex issues during unprecedented and extremely challenging times; this 
will require patience, understanding and collaboration.  We will continue to provide you with information as 
we receive it. Thank you for your continued support. 

Bonny L. Gifford, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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